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*81 C. L A , Poison Plot Reported 
Against 3 Top Leaders in Cuba 


£"* pv e.f 


Mr. ' Maheu, Mr. Roselli and 
?.!r. Giancana. the source said, 
were moved to Mit.mi Beach 


mg to a source who claims 
direct knowledge of the opera- 
tion. ■ ■ 

: The C.I.A.’s plot was direct- 
ed against the three Cuban po- 
litical figures, according to the 
source, because the agency be- 
lieved that they would be ca- 


-the Bay of Pigs operation 
then being planned. 

'The triple assassination plot, 


attempts concerning Cuba was! wa V installed in a suite at 

the Fontainebleau Hotel. 

Mr. Roselli. the suir? vvd, 
was put in touch b> the C.I.A. 
with r. Cuban assassin on the 


' By JOHN M. CHEWDSON 

Spectoi t©Th« Nr* Yofi Time* 

• . WASHINGTON, June IS— Thei corroborative details, said that to’ wnw th e mult pie assas- 

■ Cental fn^el'isence Aoencv or-! at ieast one of the reported; siostion attempt.'Mr. Giancana 
central indulgence Agency or Caba was i 

gamzed an attempt m early: «- more complex than just Cas- 
1 OS J to poison Premier Fidel; . 

Castro, his younger brother,} According to the source with 

Rail!, ar.d Che Guevara, accord-} direct knowledge, planning for 

the triple murder plot began j ; 5 .; nd v .- no agreed to attempt 
in the latter half of 1960, before ^ -, 0 'son in a single stroke 
the election of John F. Kennedy! the ' Castro brothers and Mr. 
as President in November of; Guevara, a revolutionary folk 
that year, and the unsuccessful 
attempt was made in late 
March or early April of the 
following year. 

The source could not say, 

,, , ,, . _ . - however, - whether approval for 

paole <?f .rallying Cuba against; tJ , e O p efat j on - nad been' sought 

.a counterrevolutionary invasion} or received from higher-level 

officials of the Eisenhower or 
Kennedy Administration out- 
mas me C.I.A. 

Tho C.I.A. project officer in 


the source said was conceived, ^ ha S3ld wa3 Sheffield 
in the. latter half of I960 under} rewards. . a form ' 


( Edwards, , a former 

the Eisenhower Administration' caite Who, before retiring, 


and directed by Sam Giancana 
'and John Roselli, two alleged 
organized crime figures re- 
cruited by the C.I.A. as middle- 
men for the job, 

Several , reports have beer, 
■published recently about three 
C.I.A. -inspired attempts on Mr, 
Castro's life around the. tim;j 
of the April 15. 1961, invasion! 
at the Bay of Pigs. But the} 
source's account is the 'first, 
that has 
t ion ary leaders as targets, sug- 
gesting that the C.I.A. hoped 
to create a power vacuum in 


milldtd 
etiring. 
C.I.A. ‘s 


£ yfs TfcO ; 

CA 


- £ 


served as head of th 
Office: of Security. 

Mr. Edwards appeared as a 
witness several weeks ago be- 1 
fore a closed session of the} 
Senate' Select Cc-mmictee on, 
Intelligancs Activities Repeat-! 
ed efforts to reach him Mr , 
comment cn his alleged r->i»j 
in the operation were tiasuc-i 
cessfui. r ' * ! 

Mahau Role Reported 1 
Mr. Edwards, the source said, 

:■ eluded oTher re-.min-i ^ l ' 5ted R ° : ’f rc * 

former agent ct the- Federal 


hero who then headed the Na- 
tional Bank of Cuba. 

The would-be assassin _ re- 
ported back to his superiors 
however, according to the, 
source, that heHiad been unable, 
to get close enough to the 
three men when they were tak- 
ing a- meal together to accom- 
plish the job, and the man 
reocrtedlv was then whisked 
out of Cuba by prearrangement 
shortly before the Bay of Pigs 

invasion. , ... 

. The poison to have been u.,ed 
"in rh.' attempt reportedly was 
suoolied to Mr. Roselli by tue 
' X and wan described as 
slew-acting compound cle ; 
to leave no trace oi 
u presence. 


C.I 

a 

signs 
its 


-j-jir 'e Attempts Reported 
Ore well-informed Clove ra- 


id that 


Bureau of Investigation and, 
until 1570. a top aide to How- 
ard R. Hughes, the billionaire. 


Cuba to foster confusion a id to serve as the C.I.A.’s liaiscn 
disorientation following 'tile in- '* with the crimmai underworld 
vasion. 

A second source who has 
seen C.I.A. documents relating, 
to political assassinations, 
while declining to provide any 


figures selected to arrange the 
murders. 

Mr. Mahen. who recently in-, 
yoked the Fifth Amendment 
privilege against self-incrimimt I 
fion in declining to testify ba-j 


Senate comr.uttc-e; 
C.I.A. relationshm, | 


fore . the 
about' his 

reportedly sought cut 
Roselii, whom 'he knew, and : 
through him gained th? cooper-; 
atiou of Mr. Giancana, then’ 
a leading organized crime 
'gure in the Chicago aria who} 
had financial interests in prere-i 
volutionary Cuba. * 


aid bo compelled, if the 


vtd by the courts 
' -‘■i -a-'V.t: ht? know* ?!>?>'.? [■ 
: :;r.-iu - under the th-erR or; 
r, i held in contempt of Con-i 


Gr vJ <2- 


cl. 


nienr off'.cisl - , ■, 

C.I.A. had acknowledged to 
ministration, investigaors trreej 
-ate- attempts to m.u a- • | 
Mr.'cr.-tro. two of them ir.v 
ir : g c.c-.scn end the a, 

buV.ec from a high-powerc-dj 

r ‘‘it’ could rot be learned, 
however, -whether all of . t -■ , 
r iots. or only the one described; 

: he source, had also been; 
ci;----c:ed .at Raul Castro and[ 
?*-' Guevara. The latter was; 
i,--:;’-.; in October. 1967, by Eoli-, 
V- n soldiers who had been 
trained by American counterin- 
surre.icv experts. 

T'-e Senate committee voted 
last week to seek a limited 
rrar.; of immunity from Federal 
Vr.-.c-cution for Mr. Ma.neu, 
who cc 
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